
T H E  P A S S I O N  O F  O U R  L O R D  ·  W E E K  F O U R  ·  B A R A B B A S ,  T H E  S C O U R G I N G  A N D  T H E  S E N T E N C E

Four Gospels, one exchange

WE ARE ALL
BARABBAS.

At the Passover the crowd asked for a prisoner, and Pilate gave
them the one they chose. Jesus took the sentence that man had

earned. Barabbas alone could say it as plain fact: He died in my place.

G U I L T Y

Barabbas
A robber, held with the rebels who had committed murder in the insurrection. His name, bar

abba, may mean “son of the father.”

MARK 15 :7  ·  JOHN 18 :40

I N N O C E N T

Jesus
The Son of the Father. “That righteous man,” says Pilate's wife. “I find no guilt in this man,” says

Pilate, and he declares it three times.

MATT 27 :19  ·  LUKE  23 :4 ,  14 ,  22

T H E  S E N T E N C E  B A R A B B A S  E A R N E D

The cross
Jesus takes it.

T H E  R E L E A S E  J E S U S  W A S  O W E D

Freedom
Barabbas receives it.

A guilty man went free. An innocent man died.

I F O U R  W I T N E S S E S ,  O N E  E X C H A N G E

Mark
1 5 : 6–20

Matthew
2 7 : 1 5–3 1

Luke
23 : 1 3–25

John
1 8 : 3 9– 19 : 1 6

P I L AT E He sees that the priests act out of envy. He
gives way all the same, “wishing to satisfy the
crowd.” 15:10, 15

His wife's dream names Jesus “that righteous
man.” He washes his hands and says, “See
to it yourselves,” the priests' own words to
Judas. 27:19, 24

A second and a third time he declares Jesus
innocent, with Herod as his witness. Then he
delivers Him “over to their will.” 23:25

“If you release this man, you are not Caesar's
friend.” The threat decides the case. 19:12

O N LY  H E R E The baseline. The crowd asks for the cross by
name: “Crucify him!” He will die under the curse
of the tree (Deut 21:23; Gal 3:13).

The cry “His blood be on us” belongs to all
humanity, Jew and Gentile alike. The same
blood is “poured out for many for the forgiveness of
sins.” 27:25 ·  26:28

The world's own court certifies the Lamb
without blemish (Exod 12:5). No disciple has to
vouch for Him.

“Behold the man!” Then Pilate, afraid, asks,
“Where are you from?” Jesus tells him his
authority comes “from above.” 19:5,  9,  11

P O R T R A I T The innocent substitute The righteous one Three times innocent The Good Shepherd

II H A N D E D  O V E R

παρέδωκεν   The Father “did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all.” Romans 8:32

Judas
B E T R A Y S

He hands Jesus to the chief priests for silver.

The priests
M A N I P U L A T E

They bind Him and hand Him to the governor.

Pilate
G I V E S  W A Y

He hands Him over to be crucified.

The cross
F O R  U S  A L L

One verb, παραδίδωμι, runs through every link.

Delivered up by the plan of God, and crucified by the hands of lawless men (Acts 2:23). Both are true.

III W O R D S  F R O M  T H E  J U D G M E N T  S E A T

φθόνος
P H T H O N O S  ·  M A R K  1 5 : 1 0

Envy. Pilate knows why the priests handed Jesus over, and he does not
act on what he knows.

λῃστής
L Ē S T Ē S  ·  J O H N  1 8 : 4 0

A robber, the word Jesus used of those who climb into the sheepfold
(John 10:1). The Good Shepherd dies in a robber's place.

φραγελλώσας
P H R A G E L L Ō S A S  ·  M A R K  1 5 : 1 5

Having scourged. One word, borrowed from the Latin flagellum. The
Evangelists state the fact and do not dwell on it.

Ἰδοὺ ὁ ἄνθρωπος
I D O U  H O  A N T H R Ō P O S  ·  J O H N  1 9 : 5

Behold the man. Pilate means a beaten wretch. John's readers see the
second Adam, and soon hear, “Behold your King!” (19:14).

Πόθεν εἶ σύ;
P O T H E N  E I  S Y ?  ·  J O H N  1 9 : 9

Where are you from? Pilate asks the question of the whole Gospel
without knowing it.

ἄνωθεν
A N Ō T H E N  ·  J O H N  1 9 : 1 1

From above. Pilate's authority is on loan from God for this hour, and
his guilt remains his own.

T H E  F I R S T  A D A M  ·  G E N E S I S  3 : 1 8

The curse grew thorns.
“Thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you.” They are the mark of the Fall on the ground Adam
was given to tend.

T H E  S E C O N D  A D A M  ·  M A R K  1 5 : 1 7

The King wore them.
The soldiers meant a joke about kingship. He took the curse of the first Adam onto His own head
(Gal 3:13).

He “purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death.”
S M A L L  C AT E C H I S M ,  S E C O N D  A RT I C L E  ·  A U G S B U R G  C O N F E SS I O N  I I I

Guilty, condemned and set free.


